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standards and criteria. No wonder that in the crisis of the
"ploughing up" both sought shelter in their machinery,
each in its own fashion. But flight into the machine is
flight into a collectivity. There is no question of individual
moral responsibility within a collectivity, but only the ques-
tion whether the requirements of the collectivity are being
met. Moral decisions are confined to the sphere of the indi-
vidual personality. The liberation from considerations of
moral responsibility comes, therefore, to be regarded, by all
who thus take refuge in their day-to-day tasks, as a typical
deliverance, a relief and a step forward. Hence the feeling
of superiority in the radical, rationalistic experts which has
such a powerful attraction for all who live in spirityal surro-
gates.

The attractive power of any kind of radicalism is based
especially on activity. The men of tradition, continuity, and
balance seem to uphold a sort of quietism. At a dinner I
happened to find myself sitting next to von Papen and
opposite Freiherr von Hammerstein-Equord, the former
Commander-in-Chief^ and joined with them in a conver-
sation concerning the prospects of the German Revolution.
This took place shortly before the retirement of Hammer-
stein, who was an advocate of moderation and peaceful
development.

"Don't interfere. Let it run its course!33 said von Hammer-
stein. "Any sort of interference is only one more short-
circuiting. This sort of thing must be left to run itself out."

"So teng as it isn't then too late," I objected*

The General shrugged his shoulders. I gained the impres-
sion of a resignation that went deeper than his words when
he said: "Cures cannot be forced. 1 regard all this as a
fever which must run its course. It may lead to complete
recovery, but it is also possible that it may have a fatal

issue."

The General was right* Conservative, traditionalist
solutions, which restore the continuity of historical develop-*
ment, cannot be manufactured- Consequently the man of
conservative outlook is bound to remain passive in s*ach
crises. Hammersteiix, whose huge> imposing figure itself
gave the impression of a certain breadth and calmness of